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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 82 
May 14, 2019 

6:00 p.m. 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chair Andy 

Rorie.  In Attendance: Commissioner Andy Rorie, Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Greg 

Hesse, Fire Chief Tony Nielsen, District Secretary Carol Trescott, and members of the District.  

  

INTRODUCTIONS AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 Add:  Executive Report, H. Governance Relations Contract (GRC) Surveys 

A Motion was made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Hesse:  Move to 

approve the Agenda as amended.  The Motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

A Motion was made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Hesse:  Move to 

approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The Motion carried unanimously.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

None 

 

EXECUTIVE REPORT 

A. CCC Integration:  Chief Nielsen reported the SREC governing board met last week and 

authorized SREC Board Chair, Chief Collins, to author a letter to the Mayor and City Council of 

Spokane emphasizing that SREC would like the City to join the center. The letter outlined the impacts 

should the City choose to not join the center and asked that they make a decision by May 21st.  Chief 

Nielsen stated with or without the City’s involvement SREC is planning to go live on July 1st with 

911, Crime Check, Fire Dispatch, Sheriff’s Dispatch, and the Sheriff’s contracted agencies.  Chief 

Rash was representing the District at an executive chiefs meeting at Fire District 9.  All local chiefs 

were meeting with city council members, Kinnear, Beggs, and Stratton to emphasize the local fire 

chiefs’ desire that the City reverse their ordinance and join SREC, or come to a decision by the 21st so 

that the fire service can move forward.   

 

Chief Nielsen said SREC service level agreements are essentially a carbon copy of the CCC 

agreement and are currently being formulated into executable contracts by SREC legal.  Each 

individual fire district will receive a copy for their Board’s review and approval. 

 

Jeff Tower, the SREC HR manager, is working on letters for all potential SREC employees. 
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Chief Nielsen noted the District would see a cost savings if the City elected to not join SREC, 

however, he felt it would be poor customer service and a huge step backwards with the loss in auto aid 

and gains that have been realized over the years. 

 

In a project separate from the SREC integration, Chief Nielsen reported the fire Computer-aided 

Dispatch system (CAD) is in process of being replaced. Initial plans were for a go live date of fall 

2019, but because of the functionality needs of the new system the launch date will be pushed back to 

fall of 2020. 

 

B. Apparatus Update:  On April 28th, four members of the Apparatus Committee visited the 

Pierce plant in Florida for a final inspection of the District’s two new pumpers.  The group found 

several primarily cosmetic issues with the apparatus such as scratches, decals, etc.  Pierce gave their 

assurance that the items noted would be corrected before the units ship. Delivery is scheduled for early 

to mid-June.   

 

C. Utility Task Vehicle (UTV) Presentation:  Chief Long provided a presentation on the 

locations of public and private trails that are located within the District’s boundaries.  

 

Chief Nielsen reiterated the importance and the value of the UTV grant Chief Hatley was successful in 

securing from Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation.  The Foundation purchased the UTV for 

$16,725.  Chief Hatley provided a training program which consisted of one Train the Trainer from 

each shift as well as a Volunteer member.  All members must be checked off by their Train the Trainer 

before operating the UTV.  That program includes an on-line nationally recognized certification 

process and District training through Target Solutions, a UTV familiarization and an off road course at 

Station 82, safety equipment use and briefing, and hauling and unloading procedures.  Staff is working 

on securing a trailer to haul the UTV at a cost of $1,800.  Once all training is complete response plans 

will be updated to incorporate the UTV.  The long term goal is to secure funding to add a Stokes 

basket and possibly a slip-in unit with a pump and water ($3,500). 

 

Chief Nielsen said the UTV would be available for viewing after the meeting. 

 

D. DNR Phase 1 Grant Award: Chief Hatley applied for and was successful in securing a DNR 

Phase 1 Grant.  The grant, a $2,500 match, was used to purchase ten fire shelters, a radio cloning 

cable, headlamps, and wildland gloves. 

 

Chief Hatley had also applied for and received a $4,600 Phase II Grant which was used to purchase 

two Bendix King portable radios for wildland fire mobilizations, and two Bendix King mobile radios 

and cable.  

 

E. Fire District 3 / Fire District 8 Cooperative Efforts:  In March, representatives from the 

Ridge at Hangman HOA requested a meeting with the District regarding service in their area.  

Subsequently, Chief Rash and Chief Long met with the Association and discussed auto-aid and ways 

their community could be of help in the event of a disaster.  Association members also met separately 

with Fire District 3. 

 

Chief Nielsen and Chief Rohrbach from District 3 have discussed true auto-aid.  Chief Nielsen said 

District 3’s previous chief was not interested in auto-aid but would allow their resources to be added 

to District 8 run cards.  Both agencies now want to ensure true auto-aid is in place so that citizens 

receive the closest, fastest response.  Operations Chiefs from both agencies are working together to 

streamline run cards.  In addition, both Public Education / Fire Prevention Chiefs are working together 

on the Firewise program.  Chief Nielsen said District 8’s new volunteer recruits recently participated 

in a training at District 3, and both agencies have begun to work together more cooperatively. 
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F. Facility Tours: A tour of several new area fire stations is scheduled for Tuesday, May 28th.  

Those participating in the tour will meet at Station 81 and travel to Station 8 in Suncrest, Station 41 in 

Deer Park, Station 3 in Spokane Valley, Station 2 in Rathdrum, and Station 4 in Coeur d’Alene.  This 

will provide an opportunity for the group to ask questions and identify the new trends in fire station 

architecture should the Commissioners choose to explore a bond for station remodel or construction. 

 

G. WFCA Chelan Seminar & WSRMG Presentation:  The Washington Fire Commissioners 

Association Saturday Seminar is June 1st in Chelan.  It will be preceded by the Washington State Risk 

Management Group presentation in Chelan May 31st.   

 

H. Governance Relations Contract (GRC) Survey:  Chief Nielsen stated he has been 

consistently sending out two on-line surveys since the development of the District’s previous Strategic 

Plan.  One survey regarding the Chief’s performance is sent to the Board, and the other survey is sent 

to the entire membership and queries how the agency is doing as an organization.  Because the agency 

now has a new Strategic Plan Chief Nielsen asked the Board if they would like him to continue 

sending out the surveys.   

 

The commissioners felt it was good information to review and they were supportive of continuing 

both surveys.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
None 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Commissioner Hesse thanked Chief Long and everyone involved in Fire Service Day Saturday 

at Station 81. He said the event was very well presented. 

 Commissioner Boling thanked Chief Nielsen for the cards and notes he sends to District 

members which shows his personal appreciation to those that participate in District activities. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A Motion was made by Commissioner Hesse and seconded by Commissioner Boling: Move to 

adjourn the regular meeting at 6:40 pm.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

              Andrew V. Rorie, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 

Carol L. Trescott, District Secretary 


